53 4169-007, Portugal. 54 21 CIBIO/InBIO: Research Center in Biodiversity and Genetic Resources, Vairão, 4485-55 661, Portugal. 56 Abstract 76 The Transatlantic Slave Trade transported more than 9 million Africans to the Americas 77 between the early 16th and the mid-19th centuries. We performed genome-wide 78 analysis of 6,267 individuals from 22 populations and observed an enrichment in West-79 African ancestry in northern latitudes of the Americas, whereas South/East African 80 ancestry is more prevalent in southern South-America. This pattern results from distinct 81 geographic and geopolitical factors leading to population differentiation. However, we 82 observed a decrease of 68% in the African gene pool between-population diversity 83 within the Americas when compared to the regions of origin from Africa, underscoring 84 the importance of historical factors favoring admixture between individuals with 85 different African origins in the New World. This is consistent with the excess of West-86 Central Africa ancestry (the most prevalent in the Americas) in the US and Southeast-87 Brazil, respect to historical-demography expectations. Also, in most of the Americas, 88 admixture intensification occurred between 1,750 and 1,850, which correlates strongly 89 with the peak of arrivals from Africa. This study contributes with a population genetics 90 perspective to the ongoing social, cultural and political debate regarding ancestry, race, 91 and admixture in the Americas.
Introduction 105
The Transatlantic Slave Trade was an international enterprise involving Brazilian, 106 British, Danish, Dutch, French, German, Portuguese, Spanish and Swedish traders. 
Results and Discussion

132
We combined genome-wide data from 25 populations: 9 admixed of the Americas, 11 133 Africans, 2 Europeans and 3 Native Americans ( Fig. 1 , SI Appendix, Table S1 and Table S1 ), in American continent individuals, 144 these proportions are relative to the sum of the four African ancestry clusters ( Fig 1A) . 145 We also estimated haplotype-based population admixture proportions (13, 14) in 146 populations of the Americas, that in Fig. 2A and B, and SI Appendix, Table S3 , are 147 relative to the total contribution of African populations. 150 
Ancestry correspondence between African and admixed American continent
populations, and the influence of geography and geopolitics 151
The West-Central Africa-associated ancestry cluster is the most prevalent African 152 cluster in the Americas, including African-Caribbean from Barbados (72% of African 153 ancestry), Northeastern Brazilians (57%), Afro-Peruvians (56%) and US African-154 Americans (54-55%) (blue in Fig. 1 , SI Appendix, Table S1 and section 2.1). Moreover, (Fig. 4) . The higher between- 
Methods
281
We analyzed a dataset including 6,267 unrelated individuals with more than 10% of 282 African ancestry for 533,242 SNPs (SI Appendix, Table S1 ). We inferred population 283 structure and admixture using ADMIXTURE (12) and Principal Component Analysis 
